
From: Michael Fetherman <mfetherman@mlschools.org> 

Subject: Quarantine Letter for Community 

Date: January 28, 2021 

 

Dear ML Learning Community, 

As you may be aware, last night I implemented the decision to quarantine all fourth graders and 
one first grade classroom at Wildwood Elementary School.  In addition, I was advised by the 
local department of health to quarantine siblings of these 4th and 1st graders.   

We are acutely aware of the inconvenience this causes, but beyond that, we share in your 
concern for the impact this decision may have on our children.  It is an impossible position we 
find ourselves in, forced to choose between quarantining students to keep them safe from viral 
illness versus putting them at risk of viral illness by keeping them in school where we know they 
belong.   

While each of us is entitled to express frustration and fatigue, we must first ask you to consider 
the collaborative nature of the decision-making process and how current trends in viral 
transmission affect these decisions.  Symptom and exposure timelines also inform our health 
officer’s decisions, as does the number of positive and presumed positive cases we are 
presented with.  Keeping this in mind may help you appreciate why sometimes we handle 
situations one way, while at other times the variables require us to handle it in a different way.    

At the end of the day, decisions are made only after lengthy discussion with our local health 
officer, thoughtful consideration of the facts, the science of epidemiology and adequate 
precaution.  When this is all behind us, and someday it will, we want to look back and say we 
were able to protect the health and well-being of our students and staff while at the same time 
provided for their academic, social and personal growth.   

In response to how far the quarantine from school reaches into your private lives, please know 
that while you are free to pursue activities outside of school, the impact of those decisions may 
be felt across the district.  We endeavor to keep schools open and rely on our partnership to 
achieve this goal. To that end, we continue to strongly encourage you to adhere to social 
distancing guidelines and mask-wearing, both of which offer critical protection against the 
spread of this highly contagious virus.  

Thank you again for your ongoing understanding and support during these difficult times. 

Regards, 

Michael J. Fetherman 

Superintendent of Schools  
 


